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“Everyone has a right to choose their own spouse and enter marriage with their full and free consent.  Legislation is in place to prevent an individual from being forced or tricked into marriage”. 
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Who is this guidance for? 
This current guidance has been reviewed and updated by the South Lanarkshire Adult Protection Committee, Child Protection Committee and Violence Against Women and Girls Partnership. It provides initial guidance for any member of staff working in a South Lanarkshire organisation who may come into contact with people at risk of forced marriage. It reflects changes in the Scottish Government Forced Marriage Statutory Guidance 2024
Purpose 

This multi-agency guidance is intended to provide a concise overview of what forced marriage is, the legislation in relation to forced marriage, some of the issues that practitioners should take into account when dealing with potential cases of forced marriage, and the immediate steps practitioners should take if concerned that someone is at risk of or has been subject to, forced marriage. 
It should be read in conjunction with the Forced Marriage Multi Agency Practice Guidance 2014 
Your organisation’s procedures in relation to Child Protection and Adult Support and Protection must be considered in every case. 
In line with the Scottish Government Forced Marriage Multi-Agency Practice Guidance, the term ‘victim’ is used throughout this document to refer to people who are, or have been, or are at risk of being forced into marriage against their will. This term is not used to suggest weakness or inferiority. 

Definition 
The Forced Marriage etc. (Protection and Jurisdiction) (Scotland) Act 2011 defines a forced marriage as a marriage conducted without the full and free consent of both parties, and where “force” is a factor. It is important to note that in the case of children and young people under 16, and some adults, full and free consent cannot be given. Force can be coercion by physical, verbal or psychological means, threatening conduct, harassment or other means. It is also about being forced to knowingly take advantage of a person’s incapacity to consent to marriage, or to understand the nature of the marriage. Force may be from a prospective spouse, parents, other family members and the wider community.  A forced marriage is always an abuse of someone’s human rights. 
The Scottish Government recognises forced marriage to be a form of violence against women and girls. Where children are victims of forced marriage, this is considered child abuse. It may be associated with other forms of domestic abuse and “honour based” abuse. 
Forced marriage can impact both men and women, however most cases typically involve younger women and girls between the ages of 15 and 30. There are patterns of victimisation which are vital to be aware of, however, it is likely that every individual case will be different. Some cases may take place solely in the UK, while others involve a prospective partner coming from overseas or a person being sent abroad.
In the UK, most cases of forced marriage reported to date involve South Asian families. However, this is partly a reflection of the fact that there is a large established South Asian population in the UK. Forced marriage continues to affect people all over the world and the UK has seen cases involving families from East Asia, the Middle East, Europe and Africa.
A forced marriage is not the same as an arranged marriage which is entered into freely by both people and families take a role in introducing the marriage partners.  Nor is it the same as a sham marriage, where both parties enter into an agreement to marry, e.g. to assist a stay in the UK, and money may be paid to a UK or EU resident to enter into the marriage as a type of illegal ‘business arrangement’. 
Legislation 
Legislation came into force in November 2011 which makes provision for the protection of people being forced into marriage or who have already been forced into marriage. 
 The Forced Marriage etc. (Protection and Jurisdiction) (Scotland) Act 2011   
The above Act legislated for Forced Marriage Protection Orders (FMPO) which can be granted in the civil courts in Scotland.  FMPO’s can protect both adults and children at risk. 
The provision within the Act is designed to enable the courts to tailor the terms of an FMPO to protect and meet the specific needs of victims of forced marriage or potential forced marriage. 
For example, it might state that: 
· The protected person must be taken to a place of safety designated in the order 
· The protected person must not be taken to a specified place designated in the order 
· The protected person be brought to a court at such time and place as the court specifies 
· Any violent, threatening or intimidating conduct be stopped 
Forcing someone into a marriage in Scotland is a criminal offence (under the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014), which could lead to a two-year prison sentence, a fine or both. 
Other behaviours surrounding forced marriage may also amount to criminal behaviour capable of prosecution in Scotland. The following list is not exhaustive. 
· There are provisions in domestic law to protect children and deal with criminal behaviour such as child abduction and cruelty to persons under 16 (including ill-treatment, neglect and abandonment).
· Physical violence towards children (as with violence towards an adult) can be prosecuted under the common law of assault.
· Sexual intercourse without consent is rape, regardless of whether this occurs within a marriage or not. This is set out in the Sexual Offences (Scotland) Act 2009.
· It is a criminal offence for an adult to engage in sexual activity with a child under the age of 16. It is not a defence to these offences that the accused was married to the child. 
· Immigration legislation and rules can provide protection for children and young people. The age of entry into the UK for spouses, fiancé(e)s, civil partners, unmarried or same sex partners is 18 years old; assisting in unlawful entry is “abduction” and is a common law offence. In addition, section 6 of the Child Abduction Act 1984 provides for an offence which is committed if the parent takes or sends the child out of the UK without the appropriate consent in certain circumstances. 
· Where someone has been a victim of domestic abuse, there is relevant domestic abuse legislation including the Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Act 2018. This Act creates an offence of engaging in a course of abusive behaviour towards a partner or ex-partner. The Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Act 2018 also created a requirement for a court to consider imposing a non-harassment order on an offender convicted of a domestic abuse offence to protect their victim from further abuse.
Prevalence and reasons for forced marriage 
Many cases of forced marriage go unreported.  Many families do not consider the marriage to be ‘forced’ and many victims are reluctant to speak out. 
Forced marriage is widely recognised at a national and international level as a violation of women's and children's human rights and as a form of violence against women and children. In 2021, the Forced Marriage Unit (FMU) gave advice and support in 337 cases related to a possible forced marriage and/or possible female genital mutilation (FGM). It also responded to 868 general enquiries. Of the cases that the FMU provided advice or support to in 2021:

· 118 cases (35%) involved victims below 18 years of age

· 120 cases (36%) involved victims aged 18-25

· 53 cases (16%) involved victims with mental capacity concerns

· 251 cases (74%) involved female victims, and 86 cases (26%) involved male victims

Forced marriage is not a problem specific to one country or culture. In 2021, the FMU handled cases relating to 32 ‘focus countries’, excluding the UK. The ‘focus country’ is the country to which the forced marriage risk relates. This could be the country where the forced marriage (or FGM) is due to take place, the country where it has taken place, and/or the country that the spouse is currently residing in. The ‘focus countries’ (other than the UK) with the highest number of cases in 2021 were:

· Pakistan 159 cases (47%)

· Bangladesh 32 cases (9%)

· Somalia 10 cases (3%)

· Kenya 8 cases (2%)

· Iraq 7 cases (2%)

· Romania 7 cases (2%)

The majority (72%) of victims were in the UK at the time the case was referred to the Forced Marriage Unit (FMU).
In 2023, the Forced Marriage Unit (FMU) received 802 contacts related to a possible forced marriage and/or possible female genital mutilation (FGM) (Forced Marriage Unit statistics 2023 - GOV.UK). 

Of the cases in which the FMU provided advice or support in 2023:

· 70 cases (25%) involved victims aged 17 and under

· 95 cases (34%) involved victims aged 18 to 25

· 67 cases (24%) involved victims with mental capacity concerns

· 195 cases (69%) involved female victims, and 88 cases (31%) involved male victims

Forced marriage is not a problem specific to one country, religion or culture. In recent years, the FMU has handled cases relating to countries across 5 continents. 

The majority (85%) of victims were in the UK at the time the case was referred to the FMU; this is an increase from 78% in 2022.

In 2023, 10 cases (4%) had no overseas element, with the potential or actual forced marriage taking place entirely within the UK. This is an increase from 8 cases in 2022 (3%) and it continues to highlight that forced marriages can and do take place in the UK.
People who perpetrate forced marriage, primarily parents, extended family and wider community members, often justify their actions by saying they are protecting children, building stronger families, and preserving cultural or religious traditions. They often do not see anything wrong with their actions. 
Forced marriage cannot be justified on religious grounds; every major faith condemns it. Freely given consent is a prerequisite of marriage in Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, Islam and Sikhism, as well as in other major religions too.
Parents and relatives often believe that they are upholding the cultural traditions of their home country. Some parents come under significant pressure from their extended families to ensure their children are married. In some instances, an agreement may have been made about marriage when a proposed spouse was a very young child. Many young people are raised with the expectation that they will marry someone their parents select. They may be unaware that they have a fundamental and legal right to choose their own spouse.
It is important to be aware of the motives which perpetrators perceive to be justifications which drive them to force a person into a marriage. However, these reasons should never be accepted as a justification for denying a person the right to choose their own spouse and to enter into a marriage freely.
Some key motives that have been identified are: 
· Controlling sexuality, sexual orientation, or gender identity (including perceived promiscuity and perceived sexual orientation/gender identity) – particularly the behaviour and sexuality of women
· Controlling unwanted behaviour such as alcohol and drug use; socialising unchaperoned with, or simply speaking to, members of the opposite sex who are not family members; wearing makeup; or behaving in what is perceived to be a “westernised manner.” 
· Preventing “unsuitable” relationships e.g. outside the ethnic, cultural, religious or caste group. 
· Protecting “family honour” or “izzat”.
· Responding to peer group or family pressure about conforming to expectations. 
· Attempting to strengthen family links. 
· Financial gain or obtaining financial security for a person with a learning disability.
· Ensuring land, property and wealth remain within the family. 
· Protecting perceived cultural and or/religious ideals. 
· Ensuring care for someone with learning/physical disability when parents or existing carers are unable to fulfil that role, or because of mistrust of external social care.
· Concerns that younger siblings may be seen as undesirable if older sons and daughters are not already married. 
· Assisting claims for UK residence and citizenship. 
· Obtaining physical assistance or personal care for ageing parents. 

Warning signs and potential indicators 
The nature of your professional role will present different opportunities to observe or become aware of, warning signs or indicators of forced marriage as the legislation is intended to both stop the course of conduct that would lead to a forced marriage as well as the marriage itself.  What is critical is that you appreciate that forced marriage is a real issue in South Lanarkshire and that we all have a responsibility to identify and respond effectively to these types of concerns. 
The previous section, which sets out some of the reasons for forced marriage helps to raise awareness of some of the warning signs which are indicative of the grooming process that occurs as part of a forced marriage and some indicators of potential vulnerability to this risk. 
For example, disability may increase vulnerability and families who display very controlling behaviour and language towards an individual may pose a higher risk. 
Isolation is one of the biggest issues facing those trapped in, or under threat of, a forced marriage. They may feel they have no one to speak to about their situation. These feelings of isolation are very similar to those experienced by victims of other forms of domestic or child abuse. In many cases, an individual will not disclose fear of forced marriage. Therefore, someone who fears they may be forced to marry often comes to the attention of health professionals, police, social care services or education professionals for various behaviours consistent with distress. But they are often already at serious risk because of domestic abuse, so called ‘honour-based’ violence, sexual violence and imprisonment within the family.
Individuals facing forced marriage may appear anxious, depressed and emotionally withdrawn with low self-esteem. They may come to the attention of professionals for a variety of reasons, some of which are described in the diagram below. Whilst the factors set out in the diagram may be, collectively or individually, an indication that someone is facing forced marriage, it should not be assumed that it is forced marriage simply on the basis that someone presents with one or more of these warning signs. These warning signs may indicate other types of abuse that will also require a multi-agency response. These indicators are not meant to be exhaustive.
There have been occasions when women have presented with less common warning signs. For example, with hair having been cut or shaved as punishment for disobeying or “dishonouring” her family; or girls being taken to the doctor to be examined to see if they are virgins. Some women have also presented with symptoms associated with poisoning. 
In certain communities, women undergo female genital mutilation (FGM) before being able to marry – usually this is performed during childhood but there have been reports of young women undergoing FGM just before a forced marriage. FGM is illegal in Scotland as well as in the rest of the UK, and it is also a criminal offence for a UK resident to commit FGM, or arrange for it to be committed, outside the UK.
The diagram on the following page highlights the key warning signs and indicators that may make you concerned that forced marriage is a risk.  Please remember this is not an exhaustive list of signs and that the presence of these indicators is not conclusive evidence that forced marriage is a risk.   You must continue to use your professional judgement and make use of the available guidance.
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Case Studies: 
Rhea’s Story 
Rhea was looking for advice on benefits and told the benefits adviser that she needed to maximise her benefits to help pay for her forthcoming wedding.  Rhea has a learning disability and was unable to read and write and has often sought assistance in the past.  Rhea was really excited and told the worker that her boyfriend had promised her a new dress to wear.  Rhea told the worker that her boyfriend was ‘foreign’ and he was really excited about getting married, as he will be able to stay in Scotland. Rhea explained that her best friend, who had attended the same additional support needs school as her was also going to marry Rhea’s boyfriend’s friend, who is also ‘foreign’ and wants to stay in Scotland.  The benefits adviser made an adult support and protection referral to her local Social Work department who shared information with the Registrar and ultimately the marriage was stopped.  Shortly afterwards, Rhea’s ‘boyfriend’ moved away. 

Serena’s Story 
Serena was a student and contacted the Scottish Domestic Abuse Helpline because she had overheard her brothers talking about a wedding being planned for her.  The previous summer, her two cousins had returned from a holiday to see family abroad, both with much older husband’s whom they had never previously met.  Serena was concerned as the summer holidays were approaching as she felt this would be the time that she would be taken abroad.  Serena was very concerned about what would happen to her, but also what might happen to her family if she sought support.  Helpline staff contacted the Police from the Public Protection Unit who met with Serena and assisted her in obtaining a Forced Marriage Protection Order.  Ultimately Serena felt protected and secure and shared the information about how to obtain a Protection Order with several of her friends. 

Impact of Forced Marriages
As a result of forced marriage, individuals may face consequences which can include.
· Sexual degradation and domestic abuse (e.g. repeated rape, pregnancy and physical harm) 
· Additional isolation particularly if the individual has a lack of access to an alternative home or support networks or finances. 
· Lack of experience of life outside the home or relationships and as such a lack of skills, knowledge or ability to access or understand their rights (e.g. leads to desire to run away) 
· Fear of professionals as this may cause them to be ostracised by; family or friends who may try to find them 
· Families can report someone missing or falsely accuse them of a crime to illicit their return 
· Removal to another country or location causing further isolation 
· Death by so called ‘honour killing’ 
Essential Practice in EVERY case 
If you do suspect forced marriage, particular care must be taken around confidentiality; it can be dangerous to involve families, friends or community leaders in any capacity.  Do not assume anyone (e.g. the person’s mother) will take a protective role.  Remember that in some instances, a victim’s life may be at risk. 

Confidentiality and information sharing

Victims facing or in a forced marriage are understandably very concerned about privacy and confidentiality. They know that if anyone finds out that they have gone for help they will be at serious risk. 
Staff (including managers) must be clear to victims about when confidentiality can be promised and when information may need to be shared. Staff should clearly explain to the victim what our agency means by ‘confidentiality’ and the limits to this i.e. when a child or adult is at serious risk.

Most victims will consent if you explain the reasons and what will happen and give assurances (for example the information will not be passed to their family).

Whether or not the victim consents, staff must tell them if they intend to disclose confidential information, what information is being shared, with whom it is being shared, who else will be party to it and why it is being shared. They should also be told which people/organisations are aware of their circumstances, even though specific information may not necessarily be shared with them.

Staff should also be aware that they, other colleagues within the organisation, or others within the victim’s support network may be approached and/or pressurised by a member of the community to give out information.

All records belonging to victims facing forced marriage should be kept secure to prevent unauthorised access by those within the broader community who may potentially pass on confidential information to a victim’s family.

Protecting children and adults with disabilities  
If an individual has dependent children, they too are likely to be affected by the consequences set out above and this will affect their wellbeing.  In addition, child siblings of those subject to forced marriage may themselves experience some of the consequences outlined above – and may also be at risk of forced marriage themselves. 
Girls are at particular risk although it could be a child of any sex or gender identity. 
Concerns about children’s wellbeing should be responded to by using your local GIRFEC processes.  Concerns about risk to children should be responded to using your organisations child protection procedures. 
There have been reports of children and adults with mental health needs, learning and physical disabilities and additional support needs being forced to marry. In the case of children, the law is straightforward: children do not have capacity to consent to marriage, irrespective of any disability. This must be considered under child protection procedures and a Child Protection Inter-Agency Referral Discussion (IRD) will apply in all cases.  
Some adults do not have the capacity to consent to the marriage and may be unable to consent to consummate the marriage - sexual intercourse without consent is rape. There are various offences under the Sexual Offences (Scotland) Act 2009 that can be committed against a person with a mental disorder.  
The Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000 can also be used to protect adults who lack capacity to consent to marriage. There are also sexual offences that can be committed against a person suffering from a mental health disorder under the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003. 
The Adult Support and Protection (Scotland) Act 2007, places a duty on local authorities to inquire about the well-being of an adult who may be at risk of harm. This would include an adult with physical or mental disability who has been forced to marry and allows the local authority to take a range of measures to provide appropriate support and protection. In particular, applications can be made to the sheriff for guardianship orders or intervention orders.  
Children and young people with additional support needs or disabilities and some adults could be at risk of forced marriage and its consequences because they may be reliant on their families for care, they may have communication difficulties, and they may have fewer opportunities to tell anyone outside the family about what is happening to them.  
Many of the measures for protecting children and young people with disabilities and adults who may be at risk from forced marriage are the same as those for children and adults without disabilities. However, they may have particular needs, and face challenges which may be substantially different from those encountered by other people facing forced marriage. In the context of police interviews, the use of an Appropriate Adult should be considered to support communication.  
ESSENTIAL INFORMATION - One Chance Checklist 
Staff may only have one chance to speak to a victim at risk of forced marriage and thus, protect them. 
DO 
· See the victim on their own – even if they are accompanied by others – check in private if the person wishes to speak with a male or female member of staff, never use any accompanying person as an interpreter 
· See the victim in a secure and private place where you will not be overheard 
· Reassure the victim about confidentiality (in line with your organisation’s policy) and explain that you will not give information to their family/ friends or community 
· Accept what the victim says 
· Explain all the options open to the victim and their possible outcomes 
· Recognise the victim’s wishes and take these into account 
· Assess the risk faced by the victim by conducting an appropriate and thorough risk assessment (in line with your organisation’s policy) 
· Contact, as soon as possible, the Lead Person responsible for Forced Marriage within your organisation (Appendix 2) – if you are employed by a Statutory Organisation – your organisation is required to have this (if the individual is under 16 years of age, refer to your organisation’s guidance on Child Protection, if they are over 16 refer to your organisation’s guidance on Adult Support and Protection) and also contact your local Public Protection Unit (Police) for South Lanarkshire.
· Agree a way to contact the victim safely (for example agree a code word)
· Obtain full details, record these securely (in line with your organisation’s policy on confidentiality and record keeping) and pass on as appropriate 
· Give the victim (or help them memorise) your contact details and ensure they know the emergency services number for use in an emergency and/or give them appropriate agencies contact details (as appropriate to their communication needs) 
· Consider the need for immediate police involvement, protection and placement away from the family and arrange this if necessary:  this includes any action to stop the victim being removed from the UK 
· Do everything you can to keep the victim safe 
· Get immediate advice, while the victim is still with you, if possible, if you are not sure what to do  
If you are aware someone is potentially at risk of a forced marriage and you need to take immediate emergency action in relation to their health or safety, do not hesitate to dial 999 for the appropriate emergency service (Police, Ambulance or Fire). 
In all cases you must contact Social Work Resources on 0303 123 1008 to advise of your concerns. 
DO NOT 
· Send a victim away or let them leave without a safety plan and follow up arrangements. 
· Approach the victim’s family/friends or community unless they ask you to do so and even then, use your professional judgement and discuss the merits of doing so with the individual.
· Consider approaching community leaders for advice, share information with anyone without the victim’s consent unless there is risk of immediate harm to any children (this merits a child protection referral to Social Work), whereby contact should be made with Social Services as outlined and Police Scotland. 
· Attempt to mediate with any member of the family, extended family or community.
Due to the nature of forced marriage and honour-based abuse, some of the underlying principles and themes within existing guidance may inadvertently place young people and adults at greater risk of harm. This includes the principle that the best place for them is with their family and the practice of attempting to resolve cases through family counselling, mediation, arbitration and reconciliation.
Trauma Informed Practice

Trauma informed practice is an approach to care provision that considers the impact of trauma exposure on an individual’s biological, psychological and social development. Delivering services in a trauma informed way means understanding that individuals may have a history of traumatic experiences which may impact their ability to feel safe and develop trusting relationships with services and professionals. 
Taking a trauma informed approach to supporting children and adults affected by forced marriage enables all those who perform any of the functions under this guidance to better understand the range of adaptations and survival strategies that people may make to cope with the impacts of trauma. Practitioners should be alert to the need to view behaviours that compromise health, wellbeing and safety as adaptations that may have played a useful role in the individual’s life in helping them to survive, and cope with, their experiences of trauma.
What Action do I Take?
If you witness or are told about a possible forced marriage you must:
· Dial 999 if you are in immediate danger, leave the scene and do not return until a multi agency risk assessment has been completed

· Ensure that the victim is not in immediate danger

· If the victim is injured or at risk of harm contact the appropriate emergency service – police and/or ambulance service immediately

· If there is a possibility a crime may have been committed contact the police immediately (be careful not to disturb any evidence)

· Do not speak with family/community members unless the victim has given their consent

· Consider the safety of other potential adults/children who might be present. 

· Make a note of the victim’s circumstances
· USE THE ONE CHANCE CHECKLIST ABOVE
· Date, time and details of the incident

· What the victim is saying about the incident/s

· Whether there are any witnesses 

· Discuss consent to share

· Advise victim what you plan to do next

· Sign and date your report

You should then:
· Contact your manager immediately (or a manager if yours is not available)

· Refer to Social Work Resources immediately the same day (if the referral involves a child pass to Children and Justice Services and if it involves an adult pass to Adult and Older Peoples Services.
· The Lead Person responsible for forced marriage for your organisation should be contacted. See table below for details.

In all instances for both children and adults, where Forced Marriage or potential Forced Marriage is suspected – Police should be notified by contacting the Public Protection Unit on 101. 
If your concern relates to a child, you should make it clear you are making a Notification of Child Protection Concerns and follow this up with the written paperwork. An Inter-agency Referral Discussion will be convened to determine what measures need to be taken, including any immediate safety measures to ensure the child is safe. As a multi-agency approach is the most effective way to deliver support you may be asked to attend a Child Protection Planning Meeting, contribute to assessments and planning and be part of any ongoing protection plan.

If your concern relates to an adult, then depending on the nature of your concerns the duty worker will follow up on your referral and take appropriate action. If you know or believe that an adult is an adult at risk of harm you should submit an adult support and protection referral (AP1) – this can be accessed by contacting your local social work team. A multi-agency approach is the most effective way to deliver support and you may be asked to attend a case conference, contribute to assessments and planning and be part of any ongoing protection plan. 

Many adult victims of forced marriage do not fit within adult support and protection criteria. A victim may be at risk but not meet the criteria defined by the legislation. It is important however to make sure that any victim, whatever their age or circumstances, who is in, or at risk of a forced marriage, is supported through effective multi-agency working and that you take action to ensure their safety. 

If the individual is aged between 16 and 18, there should be a joint discussion between adult and children’s social work teams to determine the most appropriate team to support the person. 

If the individual is an adult, consideration should also be given to referring them to Multi Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC). A MARAC is a meeting where information is shared on the highest risk domestic abuse cases. They are attended by representatives from police, health, child protection, housing, independent domestic abuse advisors (IDAAS) and other specialists from the statutory or voluntary sectors. They:
· share all relevant information they have about a victim

· discuss options for increasing the victim’s safety

· create a co-ordinated action plan.
Workers should follow their agency’s procedures for MARAC and the South Lanarkshire MARAC Operating Protocol. Information in relation to MARAC, Forced Marriage and Honour Based Violence can be found here: ‘Honour-based abuse and forced marriage cases at MARAC in Scotland.

If you would like to make a referral to MARAC speak to your line manager and email lanarkshiremaracs@wasler.org.uk
The Forced Marriage Unit (FMU) offers advice to anyone living in the UK, whatever their nationality. Additionally, Scotland’s Domestic Abuse and Forced Marriage Helpline – 0800 027 1234 (24-hour service) provides confidential information and support to anyone affected by forced marriage or domestic abuse.  

Appendix 1
Forced Marriage Referral Monitoring template FM4
	Date of referral
	Referred to
	Name of person at risk of forced marriage
	Age/date of birth
	Sex
	Address 
	Nationality
	Comments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Appendix 2
Key Local contacts 
	Lead Person responsible for Forced Marriage within South Lanarkshire  

	Name 
	Designation 
	Organisation
	Telephone Number 

	Michelle McConnachie 
	Service Manager 
	South Lanarkshire Council- Adult and Older People Services
	0303 123 1008

	Michele Kennedy-Lunan
	Fieldwork Manager 
	South Lanarkshire Council – Children and Justice Services 
	0303 123 1008

	Claire Frew 
	Strategy Co-ordinator 
	South Lanarkshire Council – Housing and Technical Resources


	claire.frew@southlanarkshire.gov.uk

	Gary Smillie

	Detective Inspector
	Police Scotland 
	01355 564 005

	Karen McCaffrey
	Director of Nursing and Operations


	The State Hospital Board for Scotland


	01555 842002

	Ann Hayne 
	NHSL Gender-Based Violence Manager  
	NHS Lanarkshire
	01698 753686 


	Registrars (Marriage) within South Lanarkshire Local Authority 

	Name 
	Address 
	Telephone Number 

	Chief Registrar
	Floor 11, Almada Street, Hamilton


	01698 455916


	Useful Links  
	

	Name 
	Description
	Telephone Number 

	Shakti Women’s Aid Support www.shaktiedinburgh.co.uk 
 
	Advocacy, refuge and information to all black minority ethnic women, children and young people experiencing and/or fleeing domestic abuse. 
	0131 475 2399 

	Hemat Gryffe Women’s Aid Support 
www.hematgryffe.org.uk 
 
	Advocacy, refuge and information for black minority ethnic women, children and young people experiencing and/or fleeing domestic abuse
	0141 353 0859 

	Scottish Domestic Abuse and Forced Marriage Helpline
	For anyone who has experienced domestic abuse and/or forced marriage (signposting for male victims)
	0800 027 1234 (24 hours)

	Just Right Scotland 

	Help for women with no recourse to public funds:
Women who entered the UK on spousal or partner visa and are eligible to apply for Indefinite Leave to Remain (ILR) under the Domestic Violence rules.
	0141 406 5350

	Men’s Advice Line
Domestic Abuse Helpline for Men | Men's Advice Line UK
	Help and support for male victims of domestic abuse.

	0808 801 0327 

	Victim Support Scotland  


	Provides emotional support, practical help and essential information to victims witnesses and others affected by crime
	0800 160 1985


Forced Marriage – Scottish Government Guidance
Scottish Government Statutory Guidance 2024:

Forced marriage: statutory guidance - gov.scot
Multi-agency practice guidelines: preventing and responding to forced marriage – update 2014 
Scottish Forced Marriage Multi Agency Practice Guidance
Scottish Government study to better understand forced marriage in Scotland 2017: 

http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2017/01/6540
Forced Marriage etc (Protection and Jurisdiction) (Scotland) Act 2011

Forced Marriage etc. (Protection and Jurisdiction) (Scotland) Act 2011 (legislation.gov.uk)
Visit the Scottish Government Website:

www.scotland.gov.uk 
Government Departments - UK 
Forced Marriage Unit Joint Foreign & Commonwealth Office/Home Office service: Helpline: (Mon – Fri: 9am – 5pm) – 020 7008 0151 
www.fco.gov.uk/forcedmarriage 
Email: fmu@fco.gov.uk 
For emergencies out of hours, phone 020 7008 5000 
Global Response Centre UK Border Agency www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk enforces immigration and customs regulations and considers applications for permission to enter or stay in the UK, and for citizenship and asylum. 
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